


Since the Dalai Lama left Tibet in 1959, there are now 

communities of Tibetans spread across the world. With the 

occupation of Tibet by communist Chinese, there has been 

a tremendous amount of damage to Tibetan environment, 

culture, religion, language and heritage. Tibetans outside 

Tibet are striving hard to preserve and sustain their unique 

cultural and religious heritage. Tibetans in Utah continue to 

strive towards achieving these goals. 

Land Size: 2.5 million square kilometres, which includes U-Tsang, Kham and Amdo provinces. 
“Tibet Autonomous Region”, consisting of U-Tsang and a small portion of Kham, consists of 
1.2 million square kilometres. The bulk of Tibet lies outside the “TAR”.

Political Status: Occupied country and without United Nations’ representation.

Average Altitude: 4,000 metres or 13,000 feet above sea level.

Administration: Under Chinese rule.

Population: The total Tibetan population in Tibet is 6 million. Of them, 2.09 million live in the 
“TAR” and the rest in the Tibetan areas outside the “TAR”.

Major Rivers: Yarlung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra in India), Machu (Yellow River in China), 
Drichu (Yangtse in China), Senge Khabab (Indus in India), Phungchu (Arun in India), Gyalmo 
Ngulchu (Salween in Burma) and Zachu (Mekong in Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos).

Native Wildlife: Tibetan antelope, wild yak, wild ass and Tibetan argali, blue sheep, black-
necked crane, Tibetan gazelle, giant panda, red panda, golden monkey.

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry.

For more information on Tibet and Tibetans, please visit www.tibet.net. 

Some facts about Tibet:

About Tibet and Tibetans



Message by Utah Tibetan Association President
Tashi Delek! The Utah Tibetan community has come very far in the last two or more decades. From the early 50 
Tibetan pioneers in Utah who started our roots here, we are now a flourishing and growing community. Throughout 
the years we have tried to preserve the Tibetan culture, language and heritage alive in Utah, while at the same 
time, we have tried to become an integral part of the diverse community of Utah. Community leaders like Pema 
Chagzoetsang and many others have spearheaded these efforts and have helped the Tibetan community succeed. We 
have now successfully completed the construction of a Tibetan community center with the help of many local Utah 
Tibet supporters. This will be the center stage for displaying Tibetan culture, preserving Tibetan language and giving 
an identity to our small community in Utah. 

I thank all the supporters of Utah Tibetans as well as Utah Tibetan community center. We are now open and 
welcome you here to become a part of little Tibet in Utah. 

Thank you,

Lobsang Tsering
President Utah Tibetan Association

EARLY TIBETANS IN UTAH (1990’s)
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The Utah Tibetan Association (UTA) serves as a resource for anyone 
interested to learn about Tibet, Tibetans, language, religion and other 
aspect of the Tibetan culture. Our objective and mission is to preserve 

our culture, arts, language, and provide guidance to the young 
generation of Utah Tibetans. We are also committed to diversify our 

organization by interacting with other cultures and communities.

Utah Tibetan Association Board Members 
pictured Left to Right: Kalsang Dorjee (Kus), 
Tenzin Lhawang, Lobsang Tsering (President), 
Passang, Sither Dolma, Kalsang Dorjee, Tenzin 
Tsetan, Phakyab Tsering, Tenzin Thongdol, 
Tsering Dhundup (Vice President).

UTAH TIBETAN ASSOCIATION



as the most successful Tibetan Resettlement Project in the country, in terms of 
immigrant assimilation and self-sufficiency. 

Since Salt Lake City Tibetan Resettlement Program began 20 years ago, the 
numbers of Tibetans in Utah gradually began to grow and presently the Tibetan 
population has increased to over 200. As the days turned into years, the Tibetans 
in Utah have many success stories. The Tibetan people have gone from minimum 
wage jobs to well-known companies, hospitals, and schools. The children have 
grown up and graduated from various high schools, and gone to many colleges 
and universities to pursue further education. Many marriages have taken place, 
and many have given birth to the first generation of Tibetans in Utah.

The community is working together to ensure that the culture, religion and the 
identity of Tibet is not forgotten. The Tibetan people are involved in various 
activities, actions, and events to sustain the continuous mobilization of the 
plight of TIBET.

Utah Tibetan Association (UTA) is a non-profit organization registered under 
section 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporations in the state of Utah. 

In 1989, the United States Congress passed legislation providing 1,000 immigrant 
visas for Tibetan refugees living in India and Nepal. Prior to this legislation, 
there was no federal or state funding to help resettle Tibetan immigrants.  The 
Chagzoetsang family and local volunteers applied to be a host city to receive 
Tibetan refugees under the special visa program.  Each host city around the 
country was charged with complete financial responsibility to provide the basic 
needs of the immigrants including housing, employment, medical assistance, 
immigration and orientation for the first three months of arrival.  The group 
was successful in becoming a host city from 1991 to 1993. With the help of 
hundreds of local volunteers and sponsors, the original fifty Tibetan refugees 
began arriving and a Tibetan community was formed.

The success of the resettlement project was due to a cross-section of dedicated 
and compassionate volunteers and organizations from the Salt Lake area that 
provided medical, legal, housing, and associated services to the new arrivals. 
Under the divine leadership of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and the assistance 
of Utah American volunteers, UTA today stands with pride and self-reliant.

Tibetans have always been good Utahns and appreciate Utah’s recognition and 
appreciation of Tibetan culture. In fact, the New York Association for New 
Americans (NYANA) ranked The Salt Lake City Tibetan Resettlement Project 



UTAH TIBETAN COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT

The Need, origin and self-reliance 
The Tibetan community in Utah over a number of years gathered for various religious, cultural and community events 
at various places. With a growing number of community members and the need for a place that we could call our own, 
Tibetan community members started a seed fund with $200 dollars per member. With that seed money and finally with the 
help of many local Utah Tibetan supporters, we now have a community center.  Every Tibetan above the age of 18 continues 
to contribute towards the monthly mortgage payment of the center.

DESIGN
The architectural design and plans from the building came from University of Utah department of architecture. This was a 
project for a group of senior students who proposed multiple designs for the building. The winning design was chosen for 
the Utah Tibetan Community Center.

CONSTRUCTION
The Utah Tibetan Community center construction and renovation involved many volunteers including Tibetans. With 
months of construction work for the renovation of the center, every brick and mortar of this building speaks the story of a 
community of Utahans coming together for one purpose, to create a “Little Tibet” in Utah.

Pictured top to bottom: Prayer room, Classroom, Front facade





Pema Chagzoetsang can rightly be called 
a Tibetan pioneer in Utah. 

Since the Tibetan resettlement project she has played a 
pivotal role in facilitating and leading the progress of Tibetan 
community in Utah. From spearheading the efforts to resettle 
50 Tibetans in Utah in the 90s to leading the Utah Tibetan 
Association as president for many terms at different points 
of time, she has been an asset as well as a strong voice for the 
Tibetan community. With now over 250 Tibetan community 
members, there was always a need for a community center. She 
has taken the initiative to spearhead the project of Utah Tibetan 
Community Center. From project inception to the construction 
of the Utah Tibetan community center, she has played a pivotal 
role. The responsibilities involved ranged from fund raising and 
networking to bring together a group of people and resources 
to finally complete this project. The local Tibetan community is 
proud to have such an asset in our community. 

UTAH TIBETAN COMMUNITY 
CENTER PROJECT CEO



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

I congratulate the Utah Tibetan community in coming together 
and accomplishing their long cherished dream of having their own 
community center. No doubt, this community center will play a 
great role in the preservation of Tibetan culture, language and 
heritage. I also congratulate and thank all the supporters of the 
Tibetan community in Utah, who have come together in helping 
this community find a place, where they can create a little Tibet for 
themselves and for others to cherish.

My regards and best wishes.

Sincerely,
Dr. Lobsang Sangay
SIKYONG 



Bill and Lisa Wirthlin
Kyle and Kim Roberts

Nathan and Karen Morgan

Dell Loy and Lynette Hansen
John D. Cumming Family Foundation

Gordon Walker

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS AND CONTRIBUTORS:

Patrick Byrne Foundation, Inc.
Jeff Drown Carpentry

I.J. and Jeanné Wagner Charitable Foundation



Thank you to Lucas Marc Design and MyColorCopies.com for donating their valuable time and resources to design and print this brochure.
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